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2KIMART COMPOUNDS*

Book it not possess all these properties ; but all of them possess
u^"8^on... * a sufHcient number of them to distinguish them from
other substances. And this is the only purpose which
artificial definition is meant to answer.

The acids are by far the most important class of bo-
dies in chemistry. It was by their means indeed, by
studying their properties, and by employing them as
instruments in the examination of other bodies, that
men of science laid the foundation of chemistry, and
brought it to that state in which we find it at present.
The nature and composition of acids, therefore, be-
came a very important point of discussion, and occu-
pied the attention of the most eminent cultivators of
the science.

Paracelsus believed that there was only one acid prin-
ciple in nature which communicated taste and solubility
to the bodies in which it was combined. Beccher em-
braced the same opinion ; and added to it, that this acid
principle was a compound of earth and water, which he
considered as two elements. Stahl adopted the theory
of Beccher, and endeavoured to prove that his acid prin-
ciple is sulphuric acid ; of which, according to him, all
the other acids are mere compounds. But his proofs
were only conjectures or vague experiments, from which
nothing could be deduced* Nevertheless, his opinion,
like every other which he advanced in chemistry, con-
tinued to have supporters for a long time, and was even
countenanced by Macquer. At last its defects began to
be perceived : Bergman and Scheele declared openly
against it; and their discoveries, together with those
of Lavoisier, demonstrated the falsehood of both parts
of the theory, by showing that sulphuric acid doss not
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